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@ Wright family. 


Dates: 
Active 1785 
Active 1902 


Biographical notes: 


Samuel Gardiner Wright, a Philadelphia merchant and ironmaster, was born on November 18, 1781, the great- 
great-grandson of Joshua Wright, one of three brothers who emigrated to the Burlington, New Jersey, area in 
1677-79. Samuel's father Caleb was a storekeeper in Juliustown. A brother Joseph migrated to Plymouth 
Township in the Wyoming Valley. 


In 1810, Wright built a farmhouse near Wrightsville, New Jersey. Its name, Merino Hill, commemorated his role in 
the importation of Merino sheep in concert with the du Ponts of Delaware and other gentleman farmers. Between 
1815 and 1818, Wright acted as middleman supplying cordwood from the nearby Pine Barrens to the New York 
area. A large part of the output was sold to the operators of newly-established steamboat lines. Soon afterward, 
Wright established sea-salt works near Tuckerton, New Jersey, and Lewes, Delaware, in connection with David 
Thacker. 


Wright operated as a merchant with a store in Philadelphia from 1817 to 1837. This was apparently a very general 
operation, selling New Jersey's products of farm and forest in the city and shipping Philadelphia area goods on 
consignment to correspondents up and down the coast and down the length of the Ohio-Mississippi River system. 
From 1820 to 1822 he conducted a trade with David Brearley, then Indian agent at Dardanelle, Arkansas Territory, 
exchanging eastern manufactures for furs. 


Beginning in 1820, Wright began to deal heavily in iron ore and iron products and moved decisively into the 
business of ironmaking. In that year he took a short-term lease of David C. Wood's Millville Furnace. Soon after he 
secured an interest in the Delaware Furnace at Millsboro, De., from Col. William D. Waples. Between 1823 and 
1826 he assembled a tract of 26,000 acres centered around present-day Lakehurst, N. J., containing the derelict 
Federal Furnace and Phoenix Forge. Wright reopened the Federal Works as Dover Furnace in 1825-26 but 
eventually lost Phoenix Forge in a title dispute. He also worked bog iron ore deposits connected with both his 
Delaware and New Jersey furnaces and contracted the right to make charcoal on the Greenwood Forest Tract 
adjoining his own properties. As bog ore deposits became exhausted, Wright help found the Mount Hope Mining 
Company in Morris County, N. J. Wright remained an important ironmaster for seven years. He manufactured pig 
iron, stoves, wagon wheel boxes, sash weights and large quantities of pipe for the new urban gas and water 
systems throughout the Northeast. He apparently tried to manufacture rails and castings for some of the country's 
earliest railroads. Wright had a close relationship with architect John Haviland, providing iron decorative elements, 
doors and grilles for several of Haviland's famous prisons and other commissions. 


Wright was also heavily involved in land speculation, owning city lots in Philadelphia and New York, along with 
tracts in Otsego County, N. Y. and in the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania. In the 1830s he began to make large 
purchases of land in the Midwest, particularly in Illinois and Missouri. 


In 1830, Wright was elected to a term in the Legislative Council, precursor of the New Jersey State Senate. ® 
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Gardiner H. Wright in 1830. The Dover Furnace property was sold to another ironmaster, Benjamin B. Howell, in 
1833 and mortgaged back to Wright to secure payment of the purchase money in installments. Howell and his two 
sons resold the tract to the Monmouth Purchase Company, a group of New York land speculators, in 1836. The 
Panic of 1837 and its aftermath delayed a final settlement with Wright until 1840. The Delaware Furnace was also 
abandoned around 1837. 


Wright thereafter lived as a gentleman farmer at Merino Hill. In 1844, he was elected to the House of 
Representatives, but he died on July 30, 1845, before he could take his seat. 


Wright's career provides an excellent example of the American businessman just before the transition from 
"merchant capitalism" to "industrial capitalism." While they were important in their own day, none of his enterprises 
left direct successors, and the trades and techniques they represented were rendered obsolete soon after his 
death. While not ranked among the "great" Philadelphia merchants, Wright was part of that much larger second 
tier whose activities produced the first stages of industrialization in the United States. 


From the description of Papers, 1785-1902 (bulk 1809-1876). (Hagley Museum & Library). WorldCat record id: 122503422 
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Thursday, December 27, 2018 


A PAPER 
Read before the Association of Practical Surveyors of West New Jersey, Jan. 4th, 1870 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS IN SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP, BURLINGTON COUNTY, N.J. 


BY BARCLAY WHITE. 


The township of Springfield, in Burlington County, N. J., retains its original boundaries as incorporated 
in 1798. The name by some 1s supposed to be derived from copious springs, which are variously located 
in different parts of the township. Others, with more probability, believe it was given as a reminiscence 
of some recent home. One authority states, 1t was so called by a company of settlers who removed from 
Springfield in Connecticut; however this may be we find the name in location deeds, as early as the year 
1683. 


In shape the township is triangular, the northerly boundary, in length about ten miles, is marked by the 
Assiscunck Creek; the remaining sides are respectively seven and nine miles long; it contains eighteen 
thousand acres of alluvial soil, which for agricultural purposes may be classed as of first quality, 
comparing favorably for such use; with any other equal area in the State. 


Assiscunck, Annaricken and Barkers creeks with their tributaries, radiate over its territory; along the 
valleys of these are broad natural meadows, of exceeding fertility, which, by supporting large herds of 
cattle, have enabled their owners to keep the slightly undulating upland between them, in the highest 
state of fertility, growing thereon the cereals in great perfection. 


It 1s in fact "a goodlie country," inhabited by an honest and intelligent people, many of whom now 
cultivate with increasing fertility and profit, the same acres their ancestors purchased from the Council of 
Proprietors, nearly two hundred years ago. 


Within the township, and near its southerly boundary is a range of hills, having an elevation of about two 
hundred feet above the level of the sea, which, in consequence of the level surface of the surrounding 
country are dignified with the title of Mounts. These hills contain large quantities of sandstone, and 
furnish the only supply of stone, for building or other purposes, to an extensive region around them. This 
range 1s a portion of a series of detached hills extending across the State, which have been much used for 
telegraph communication between the cities of Philadelphia and New York; first by means of colored 
rockets, and more recently, up to the time of a magnetic telegraph between those cities, by movable 
signal arms, placed on the top of high wooden towers. 


In 12th month 1687, Symon Charles, Deputy Surveyor, made return for Robert Stacy, of three hundred 
acres, lying and being at Onanickon, in the County of Burlington, adjoining lands of Matthew Champion, 
John Schooley and Thomas Shinn; this tract was conveyed by John Stacy, son and heir at law of Robert 
Stacy, May 19th, 1697, to John Schooley, Jr., who had previously by location, and purchase from Ralph 
Trenoworth, Katharine, widow of William Bard, and William Bustill, of portions of all of their several 
adjacent locations, became possessed of 476 acres. Upon a re-survey sixty years afterwards, there were 


http://westjerseyhistory.org/articles/Springfield/ 1/7 


12/27/2018 West Jersey History Project - EARLY SETTLEMENTS IN SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP, BURLINGTON COUNTY, N.J. BY BARCLAY WH... 


found within the ancient boundaries of this tract, a surplus of 139 acres, making in all 615 acres; upon the 
northerly portion of which he built a large house with adobes or unburnt brick walls. This house [p. 63] 
stood near the present farm buildings of Howard White; it was known by the title of "the mud house," 
and was destroyed by fire many years ago. 


The northerly portion of this tract, although frequently conveyed by deed, has since remained in the 
descendants of John Schooley, and for nearly one hundred years has been rented, 1t having been owned 
by women, who have resided with their husbands off the premises. 


John Stacy, after selling the above mentioned tract probably removed to Maryland, as we find by the 
records of Thirdhaven Monthly Meeting in said State, that in 1698, "This meeting desires that John Stacy 
may be agreed to cover this Meeting-house, and John Pemberton has promised 300 30d nails and 1,000 
received, and 4,000 10d, and Thomas Edmundson has promised to give timber to cover it." 


And by another minute "John Stacy having covered and ceiled our great meeting-house, there due unto 
him 2,500 pounds of tobacco," &c. 


John Schooley, Jr., son of John Schooley, of Hawsworth Woodhouse, Parish of Handsworth County of 
York, England, was an Elder among Friends, he married 2 mo. 25, 1711, Frances Taylor Nicholson, 
daughter of Samuel and Susannah Taylor, of Door, County of Derby, England, and widow of Joseph 
Nicholson, and died in the early part of 1735, leaving sons, John Nicholson, Samuel Nicholson, Jonathan 
Nicholson and Thomas Nicholson, and six daughters. Samuel Nicholson inherited the southerly part and 
Jonathan Nicholson the remainder of the homestead farm. The partition line terminating on the south side 
of "the old weaver's hill," the same point mentioned in the location deed 1685, as near the house of "the 
old weaver under the hill." This old weaver appears to have been John Ewan, and the very ancient brick 
house in Jultustown, now belonging to the heirs of Jonathan R. Cliver, was on his farm, and was 
probably erected by himself or son Julius. 


Children of John and Francis Schooley: 
Susannah Schooley married Michael Newbold, 2 mo. 15, 1730. 


John Schooley married 1743, Rachel Wright, daughter of Samuel Wright, the son of Joshua Wright; he 
inherited from his father the farm near Plattsburg, late the property of John Pancoast, deceased. His 
daughter Fanny Schooley, married John Leonard, who joining the Royalists during the Revolutionary 
War, the farm was confiscated. 


Samuel Wright sold his portion of the homestead farm, and removed to Schooley's mountain, 1n the 
upper part of the State; from thence the family removed to near Harper's Ferry, Virginia, and finally to 
Ohio. 


Jonathan Schooley, in 1750, married Mary Wright, daughter of John Wright, of Wrightstown. Thomas 
Schooley died young. Rebecca Schooley married Joseph Wright, son of John Wright. Sarah Schooley 
married Joseph Horner, of Princeton. 


Isabel Schooley married Ridgway. 


Mary Schooley married, Ist, Jonathan Barton; 2nd, Thomas Black. By these husbands she had Jonathan 
Barton and John Black, both posthumous children; and afterwards married, 3rd, Samuel Wright, son of 
John Wright, of Wrightstown, by whom there was no issue, but who had by a previous marriage, John 
Wright, Caleb Wright and Mary Wright. Caleb Wright was the father of the late Samuel G. Wright. Mary 
Wright was a minister among Friends, and married Henry Ridgway. Sa 


Ann Schooley, born in 1699, and daughter of the first wife, Rebecca Schooley, married 


Scattergood. On Thursday last, at Friends Meeting, in this city, Samuel G. Wright, merchant, of Philadelphia, to Sarah Wright, daughter of 


_ Robert Wright, near this place (Trenton). (The Miscellany September 9, 1805, submitted by Dena Whitesell, Mercer Co NJ 
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Thomas Black and Samuel Black were sons of John Black, whose father, William Black, emigrated from 
England. [p. 64] 


MICHAEL AND SUSANNAH NEWBOLD'S CHILDREN 
1. Anna Newbold married Anthony Taylor: ChildrenaMichael Taylor, Anthony Taylor, Robert Taylor, 
Sarah Taylor, Mary Taylor and Ann Taylor; the two latter married Thomas Newbold. 


2. John Newbold married Mary Cole: ChildrenaSamuel Newbold; Ann Newbold married Daniel Offley; 
Rachel Newbold married Daniel Newbold; Mary Newbold married Reeve. 


2. Rebecca Newbold married Thomas Earl: ChildrenaMichael Earl, Thomas Earl, John Earl and Clayton 
Earl. Clayton married Mary Foster: ChildrenaWilliam, Clayton, George, John; Rebecca married 
Richardson; Charlotte married Wister; Susan and Elizabeth. 


5. Joseph Newbold. 
6. Mary Newbold married Robert Emley: ChildrenaJohn Emley; married Olden; married Horner. 


7. Susan Newbold married Samuel Hough: ChildrenaSusan Hough married Nathan Trotter, Ann Hough 
married Joseph Trotter, Mary Hough married Samuel Newbold, Jonathan Hough married Jane C. Lacey, 
Joseph, Elizabeth, and Charlotte. 


In 1693, John Renshaw located two hundred and forty-four acres of land, adjoining southwestwardly, the 
last described tract of John Schooley, he conveyed the same, June 25, 1695, to John Ewan, who was by 
trade a weaver, and settled upon this purchase, on the 25th day of June, 1731. He conveyed the same to 
his son, Julius Ewan, from whom Juliustown, the most flourishing village in the township, derives its 
name; this tract includes the site of the village of Juliustown, or Houghton, and "the old weaver's hill," 
and joins Thomas Budd's survey of 1693 on "Mount Pisgah,” which 1s the most easterly hill in this 
Springfield range, and the northerly point of Budd's survey. 


From various deeds of property here, drawn by William Dillwyn in 1768, we learn that the village "1s 
now called, and hereafter 1s to be known by the name of Houghton,” but the new title, although more 
appropriate, does not appear to have been generally adopted, and probably few of the present residents of 
Julitustown have ever heard of the name as applied to their village. 


Among the past notables of Juliustown, may be mentioned Susey Toole, a reputed witch, whose 
residence was to be avoided by the timid after nightfall, and John Williams, an Englishman, generally 
known as "Preceptor," who has left a curious diary of noticeable events of his day, among which is found 
this entry: "April 24, 1819, evacuated the school house near Juliustown, having presided in it more than 
thirty-two years." 


The pretty country seat in Houghton, late of Jacob T. Bunting, deceased, was in 1768 the property and 
former dwelling house, burned many years ago, the residence of William Dillwyn, brother of George 
Dillwyn, an eminent minister among Friends, and the birth place of his only child Susan Dillwyn, who 
afterwards married Samuel Emlen. William Dillwyn's sister, Ann Dillwyn married John Cox of 
Burlington; their daughter Susan Cox, married Dr. Joseph Parish, of Philadelphia. 


Westward along the township line, we find that John Tatham, Jr., gent, by deed, dated January Ist, 1711, 
conveyed to Thomas Hough 650 acres, being at a place called or known as Oneanickon, the said John 
Tatham, Jr., inherited the same as son and heir at law of John Tatham of Burlington; this tract appears to 
have been located as follows: 25 acres by George Hutchinson, 300 acres by Benjamin Antrobus (last 
name partially obscured in the original), 100 acres by Edward Boulton, and the balance by the said John 
Tatham. By a re-survey made by Thomas Scattergood, Deputy Surveyor, September Ist, 1726, said 
survey fell short of the original quantity thirty-nine acres. 
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On ye fourthe day of ye eleventh month commonly called January, 1721, Samuel Shinn, cordwainer, 
conveyed to Thomas Hough, 120 acres adjoining the aforesaid lands of said Hough, it being a portion of 
200 acres that Thomas Shinn, father of said Samuel Shinn, purchased of Benjamin Wheat, the 14th of 
December, 1687. Mary, [p. 65] the widow of Thomas Shinn, afterward married Silas Crispin. Most of the 
above mentioned tracts of land Thomas Hough gave to his grandson, Daniel Hough, by will dated 
November 19, 1736. 


On the thirtieth day of July, 1743, Jonathan Hough, son of the aforesaid Daniel Hough, leased for a term 
of fifty years to Caleb Shreve, John West, Michael Atkinson, Joseph Lamb, Julius Ewan, Jacob Shinn, 
Abraham Merritt, James Langstaff, yeomen, and Benjamin Carter, and Isaac Cowgill, planters, one acre 
of land for the use of a school house near the improvements of Nathan Wilson, at the crossing of the 
great road from Bridgeton to new dwelling house of the said Jonathan Hough, with the road that leads 
from John West's gate to Hanover road, they paying therefore a yearly rent of one penny if demanded; 
this acre lay at the N. E. end of Caleb Shreve's Mount. 


On the 3d of 8th mo., 1743, sundry Friends belonging to the upper part of Mount Holly Meeting, made 
application in writing to Burlington Monthly Meeting, for liberty to hold a meeting for worship on the 
first day of each week, during the winter season, at a school house standing near Caleb Shreve's Mount, 
which the meeting took under consideration, and at the next meeting took under consideration, and at the 
next meeting did consent that they hold a meeting according to their request, commencing from the 
beginning of 10th month. The meeting continued to be reputably attended and in 1776 a preparative 
meeting was established. At this time 1t numbered in members, adults, 53; minors, 51; total, 104. 


This meeting and school-house was constructed of logs. Ephraim Tomlinson, in his journal, says: "On the 
20th day of 6th mo., 1771, I was at the marriage of my son-in-law, John Gardiner, at the log meeting- 
house, hard by Julytown." 


2d mo. 13, 1775, Jonathan Hough, Jr., conveyed to "Daniel D. Smith, Samuel Shinn, Samuel Allinson, 
John Comfort, Peter Ellis, Edward Black and John Hilliard, the survivor or survivors of them, in trust, | 
A. 2 R. 25 P. of land to and for the purpose of building a meeting-house thereon, for the people called 
Quakers, and for a place to bury their dead." During 1776 a stone meeting-house was erected thereon. 2d 
mo. 17, 1800, the wooden portion of this building was mostly consumed by fire. It occurred 1n the 
daytime, and when there was much snow on the ground. The lower floor was saved from burning by 
throwing snow upon it. 


In 1809, during the night following the funeral of Mary Hough, wife of Jonathan Hough, the building 
was again burned. This time the walls were unconsumed, and remained of sufficient strength to support 
the present structure, which was soon erected. 


In the 5th mo., 1689, John Day, yeoman, of the County of Burlington, did lay forth and survey in the 
township of Springfield, 353 acres of land, lying northward of and adjoining the above-mentioned 300 
A., surveyed to Benjamin Antrobus, and, after reserving therefrom six acres of meadow, in 1698 
conveyed the remainder for 300 A. to Joseph English. Upon a resurvey, the boundaries described in the 
deed of location were 431 acres, a portion of which was conveyed by Samuel Black, son of John Black, 
to William Fox. This is now the property of Stacy B. Lippincott, and is still known as the Fox place. The 
remainder was conveyed in 1747 by John Robert Arthur, of Wales, in Great Britain, to Charles Read, 
then Secretary of the province, who gave to it the title of "Sharon," and conveyed it by that name in 1750 
to Daniel Doughty, in whose descendant it still remains. 


A red cedar post, set in by said Read in 1749, to mark one of the corners of Sharon, and having upon it 
his initials and the date, is still standing in a good state of preservation. 


Daniel was the son of Jacob Doughty, a minister among Friends, whose residence was in Hunterdon 
County, N. J. He was one of fourteen children, of whom two [p. 66] only were sons. In 1729 he married 
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Ann Stevenson, daughter of John and Mercy Stevenson, and grand-daughter of Samuel Jennings, the first 
governor of the province. 


Ann Doughty and three children died between the 9th and 24th of 7th mo., 1742. The surviving child, 
Mary Doughty, married William Lovet Smith, in or about the year 1749. At their wedding, held at the 
house (now demolished) lately occupied by Caleb Newbold, decd., among other guests, appeared 
Governor Belcher in a carriage. Tradition informs us that this was the first carriage ever seen in the 
township. 


Samuel Jennings left three daughters. Sarah Jennings the eldest, in 1699, married Edward Pennington, 
youngest son of Isaac Pennington the younger, and half brother of Gulielma Springett Penn, wife of 
William Penn. Edward Pennington was Surveyor General of the province of Penna.; he died in 
Philadelphia two years after his marriage, leaving one son Isaac Pennington. Anne Jennings married 
William Stevenson. These sisters appear to have married at the same time. Mercy Jennings, in 1706, 
married John Stevenson, and in (left blank in the original) Thomas Stevenson married Sarah 
Pennington, widow of Edward Pennington. The three Stevensons were brothers, and emigrated in the 
same vessel that brought over Samuel Jennings and family. 





In 1684 Godfrey Hancock located 200 acres, adjoining John Day, westwardly, beginning at a stake set up 
in a meadow, at the head of one of the branches of Birch creek, and running thence N. W. by W. 42ch. to 
a white oak for a corner, at the foot of a mount. Ist mo. Ist, 1685, he conveyed the same, he conveyed 
the same to Wm. Salloway, merchant, of Philadelphia. This tract was afterwards known as "Salloway's 
Neck" and passed through various hands, up to Nov. 2, 1753, when William West conveyed it, with 50 
A., added by resurvey, to William Lovet Smith, merchant, of Burlington, who then gave it the name of 
"Bramham," from Bramham, in Yorkshire, England, whence his ancestors emigrated. Several members 
of this family having long held positions of trust in the province, it may be interesting to give here a short 
account of them. 


Richard Smith was baptized 18th of May, 1593, at Bramham, Yorkshire, England, and was buried 19th of 
Nov., 1647. His son Richard Smith, was baptized Oct. 15, 1626, was a physician and became a preacher 
among Friends. He was married to Ann Yates at York, England, Feb. 25th, 1653. Their residence was 
near Bramham. Of their twelve children, five sons, viz: John Smith, Daniel Smith, Joseph Smith, 
Emanuel Smith and Richard Smith, and one daughter, Deborah Smith, emigrated in or about the year 
1677. John Smith died at sea; the others settled at Burlington, N. J. One other son, Samuel Smith, left 
England in 1690 and located at Bucks County, Pa; but afterwards removed to Burlington. 


Samuel Smith died in 1718, being at the time one of the members of Assembly for Burlington. 


Daniel Smith served many years faithfully in the Assembly and died in 1742. His wife was Mary Murtin, 
daughter of Robert and Ann Murtin. "She was found drowned, with her horse, in the year 1739, near the 
long bridge in the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia, supposed to have occurred in attempting to give her 
horse water, where it was very deep. This was then the only direct road to Philadelphia." 


Her sister, Johanna Murtin, married John Sykes, who while a boy, emigrated with his father, Samuel 
Sykes, and grandfather John Sykes. The latter died soon after landing, being very aged. 


John Sykes, the younger, died 10 mo. 1771, aged 90. He was the father of Anthony Sykes whose son 
Thomas Sykes, was the father of the late George Sykes. 


Richard was twelve years one of the Council, and died in 1750. [p. 67] 
Richard Smith, son of Samuel Smith, was elected a member of the Assembly for Burlington, in 1730, 


and died while that body was in session at Amboy, Nov. 9, 1751, having represented Burlington in 
Assembly twenty years. 
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Dr. Franklin's paper, the Pennsylvania Gazette, of Nov. 21, 1751, says: 

"Last week died Richard Smith, Esq., of Burlington, N. J., and was buried in Friends' burial ground in 
that city, in whom the character of a generous, good natured, hospitable man, true patriot, and good 
Christian, were so truly blended, that he lived beloved, and esteemed by all who knew him, and his death 
is lamented as a public loss by the people of that province." 


One of his descendants in a letter to a friend (since published) says: 

"Richard Smith carried on an extensive commerce from the old city of Burlington, in vessels built by 
himself, some of his sons acted for him as supercargoes, &c., to the West Indies. In front of the residence 
of the late Bishop Doane, on Green Bank, are the remains of an old wharf, from which probably went all 
the produce then shipped from Burlington to distant parts. This wharf was Richard Smith's, there his 
ships were built, and from it in one of his vessels his son John sailed as supercargo in 1741, at the early 
age of 19, having a mind, as he says, to see the island of Barbadoes, and to know the manner of living at 
sea, and to survey the wonders of the Lord in the deep, and having my father's consent so to do." 


Richard Smith married Abigail Raper, 8 mo. 20th, 1719. Samuel Smith, their eldest son, was author of 
that valuable and standard work, Smith's History of New Jersey. 


John, the second son, married Hannah Logan, daughter of James Logan, the well known friend and most 
trusted counsellor and representative of William Penn, and was made a member of Assembly for 
Philadelphia in 1750, when twenty-eight years old, contrary to his expressed wishes, which led him 
towards the quiet of private life. 


Having accumulated a competency by commerce from Philadelphia, he retired to his paternal property at 
Burlington, and purchased of Governor Franklin, for a country seat, Franklin Park, with its tenants of 
deer situated near the now village of Rancocas. 


Eliza Smith married William Dillwyn, a merchant of Burlington. 


William Lovet Smith, the third son of Richard Smith, married Mary Doughty, surviving child of Daniel 
Doughty; was a merchant at Burlington, afterwards settled at Bramham, in Springfield, as before 
mentioned. Other children of Richard Smith died in minority, and Richard Smith married and settled in 
Burlington. William Lovet Smith during the latter part of his life, built on the southerly portion of 
Bramham, that building long known as the "Redhouse," which was destroyed by fire some twenty years 
since, there he died in 1794, leaving children. Daniel Doughty Smith married Elizabeth Schooley; 
Samuel Smith married Abigail Schooley; Annie Smith married John Gill, of Haddonfield; Abigail Smith 
married John Earl; Mary Smith married Barzilla Burr; William Lovet Smith married Eliza Lacey, 
daughter of Gen. John Lacey. 


Bramham is still owned by a descendant of William I. Smith. John Osborne located 300 A., adjoining 
Godfrey Hancock and John Day's surveys, about 1694, and January 13, 1699, sold the same to Eleazar 
Fenton, whose widow Elizabeth afterwards married Samuel Goldy, and conveyed said tract to 
Thomas Branson, by deed dated January 29, 1707. 





By record in Revel's book of surveys, remaining in the Secretary of State's office, in Trenton, we find 
there was surveyed for William Biddle, at Oneanickon, 8 mo., 1686, 270 A. of land, and in 4 mo., 1689, 
one tract of 230 A., and two other tracts containing together 323 A., making altogether 823 acres, 
adjoining lands of Hannaniah Gauntt, John Days, Peter Harvey, Charles Read, Samuel Barker, Daniel 
Leeds, Michael Buffin, John Browne and John Shinn. 


William Biddle 1s included in Smith's list of settlers from England, who arrived at [p. 68] Burlington 
about the year 1678. He made several locations of land in different parts of the County of Burlington; 
including Biddle's Island, in the Delaware river. His selection of land was marked with much judgment, 
generally proving to be among the best. 
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Burlington Quarterly Meeting when first set up, in 1682, was held at the house of William Biddle, and so 
continued until 1711, when it was held alternatively at the meeting houses in Burlington and 
Chesterfield. 


"Oneaniken," referred to in several of the above locations, was evidently an Indian village, but I have 
been unable to ascertain with certainty its position. Other locations besides these, extending some five 
miles, mention the name, which is variously spelled, but, no doubt, all refer to the same place. 


There has been an Indian village on the sandy ridge of land now owned by John Chambers, about half a 
mile southeast of Julitustown. Its name has passed into oblivion, but its position could be distinctly traced 
a few years ago, when not covered by timber. 


Adjourned. 


Extracted from: 

Proceedings, Constitution, By-Laws, List of Members, &c. of the Suveyors' Association of West New 
Jersey. With Historical and Biographical Sketches Relating to New Jersey. Published by Order of the 
Society. Camden, N.J.: S. Chew, 1880, pp. 62-68. 
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Notes for Robert Wright and Elizabeth Hierton 


1678 On 2 March (month 2) Robert Wright was born to Joshua Wright of ye falls. [1][2][3] 


1711 On 3 November, Robert Wright and Elizabeth Hierton made their second declaration of intention to marry, 
as recorded in the Chesterfield, Burlington County, monthly meeting minutes. [4][5] 


1711 On 20 December, Robert Wright and Elizabeth Hyerton were married in Burlington. Witnessed by Duglis 
Hyarton, Susanna Tayler, Joshua Wright, Joseph Wright, Elizabeth Wright, Samuel Wright, Rebeckah Wright, 
Mary Wright, Samuel Taylor, Elizabeth Fretwell, Benjamin Wright, Sarah Wright, Rachel Curtis, Frances 


1739 Robert Wright voted in an election in Burlington County, New Jersey. [11] 


1742 The will of Robert Wright, of Chesterfield, Burlington County, was dated June 27, 1742 and was proved in 
probate court on July 15, 1742. An inventory was dated May 12, 1742 (before the date of the will). The will 
named wife Jane Wright and children Robert, Joshua, James, and Jane Wright and children-in-law [step-children | 
Isabel Ware, Andrew Ware, and John Ware. His wife, brother Samuel Wright, and nephew Amos Wright were 
named executors. [12] 


Research Notes: 


"The ancestors of Nathan S. Wright are said to have come to this country about the time of the immigration of 
William Penn. His direct ancestor, Joshua Wright, established a home in New Hanover, Burlington County, N.J. 
Robert Wright, son of Joshua, and the grandfather of Nathan S., resided in Monmouth County a portion of his life, 
and is thought to have been there at the time of the memorable battle of Monmouth in the Revolution. He was the 
father of three children, as follows: Robert H., Sarah, and Theodocia. Robert H. Wright became a thrifty farmer, 
and resided near Trenton, N.J. In politics he was an old-time Whig; and in religious tenets he followed his 
ancestors, who had for many generations been identified with the Society of Friends. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Sarah A. Scattergood, bore him three children, two of whom — namely, Robert S. and Joseph S.— 
have departed this life, Nathan S. being the only survivor. The father died on December 16, 1869." [13] 


Footnotes: 


[1] Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935, Burlington Monthly Meeting, Marriages, Births and Deaths, 1677-1765, 
bottom, | AncestryRecord], [AncestryImage]. 





[2] Hannah Benner Roach, "Seventeenth Century Birth Records in the Delaware Valley," Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Magazine 27 (1966), 83-91, at 84. 


[3] Charlotte D. Meldrum, Early Church Records of Burlington County, New Jersey, Vol. 1 (1994), 1. 


[4] Lewis D. Cook, "Marriage Intentions, 1685-1730, Burlington County, New Jersey," National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 53 (1965), 129-32, at 130. 


[5] "Marriages at Chesterfield, New Jersey, 1685-1730," The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 9 
(1885), 347-352, at 349, [GoogleBooks]. 
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[6] Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935, Burlington Monthly Meeting, Minutes, 1677-1777 (includes many 
different types of records), | AncestryRecord], [AncestryImage]. 





[7] Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935, Marriages, Births in Burlington Monthly Meeting (Rancocas and 
Burlington Monthly Meeting), 1711, [AncestryRecord], | AncestryImage]. 


[8] William Wade Hinshaw, Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, Vol. 2 [NJ and Pennsylvania] (1938), 
234, [HathiTrust]. 


[9] William Wade Hinshaw, Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, Vol. 2 [NJ and Pennsylvania] (1938), 
277, |Hathi Trust]. 


[10] Charlotte D. Meldrum, Early Church Records of Burlington County, New Jersey, Vol. 1 (1994), 52. 


[11] John J. Thompson, "Poll Book of an Election in 1739, Burlington County, New Jersey," The Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History and Biography 18 (1894), 185-193, at 189, columns 3 and 4, [GoogleBooks]. 








[12] Donald G. Armstrong, New Jersey Pioneers: Twenty-Four Families (Marco Island, Florida: Penobscot Press, 
2014), 24. 


[13] Biographical review Volume XIX, containing life sketches of leading citizens of Burlington and Camden 
counties, New Jersey (Boston 1897), 412, |InternetArchive]. 
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1. Name 





historic Merino Hill House and Farm 


and'or common The Wright Farm 





2. Location 





Allentown-Clarksburg Road (Monmouth County Route 524) 


street & number 


1/4 mile east of Cox's Corner intersection w. Rte. 43 NA — not for publication 








city,town Upper Freehold Township —— vicinity of 
state New Jersey code 034 county Monmouth code 025 
3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
____. district . ___ public —_x. occupied __* agriculture __—. museum 
_%_ building(s) __x private ___ unoccupied ____ commercial ____ park 
___—. Structure ___ both | ____. work in progress ____ educational _X_ private residence 
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment __—. religious 
__. object ___. in process —__ yes: restricted ___. government __. scientific 
___ being considered __.. yes: unrestricted ——_ industrial __. transportation 
NA _* no ___ military ___. other: 





4. Owner of Property (c-owers) 





Richard R. Wright 
name 453 Main Street 
P.O. Box 314 
Crosswicks, New Jersey 

one - one 


___ vicinity of 


street & number 





city, town 


Elizabeth G. Wright Meirs 
Merino Hill Farm 


R.D. 1, Box 2176, Clarksburg Road 
Allentown, New Jersey 08501 


state 





5. Location of Legal Description 


courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
street & number 


city, town Freehold 


One Court House Square 


Monmouth County Hall of Records 


state New Jersey 07728 





6. Representation in Existing SurveyS (continued on page 6-21) 


(a) Historic American Buildings 


X 


title Survey, NJ-526 has this property been determined eligible? __ yes _A_no 


date 1938-39 


_* federal __ state county ___ local 


ee 


Division of Prints and Photographs, Library of Congress, 


depository for survey records Washington, D.C. 
Note: 





city, town 


One entire set of the 71 sheets of HABS drawings is owned by the — 
Wrights and is not at Merino Hill. 


state 





7. Description 








Condition (outbuildings)Gheck one Check one 

‘___ excellent _* deteriorated _ unaltered _%_ original site 
_& good (House) ___ ruins _X_ altered ___. moved __ date 
___— fair ____ unexposed 


- Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 


The Merino Hill property is a working farm. Located in an area still 
primarily rural, it comprises nearly 300 acres of gently rolling land--a 
relatively large farm for this region. About 165 acres are tillable, the rest 
being woodland or meadow, with two streams and a small pond. Current crops are 
alfalfa, corn, soybeans, and grain; in earlier years, Merino sheep, hogs, dairy 
cattle, grain and potatoes dominated. 


Buildings on the property consist of a dwelling (A, B), an office building 
(C), domestic and farm outbuildings (D, E, F), and two tenant houses (G). There 
is also a cemetery (H), whose adjacent Quaker meetinghouse no longer exists. 


(A) The dwelling house is well sited on the crest of a low hill. A long drive, 
stone retaining walls, terraces, marble busts, iron pineapples, sycamores and 
boxwood preserve traces of the early 19th century landscaping. The main house 
("Merino Hill"), built in 1810 by Philadelphia merchant Samuel Gardiner Wright, 
is three-story, five-bay brick in Federal style with full Georgian floor plan: 
center hallway with two rooms on either side, on each floor. [For description of 
older wing, see (B) below.] It has a stone masonry foundation, a full cellar, an 
attic, four tall brick chimneys, and a truncated hip roof, originally slate, with 
belvedere deck (its balustrade removed, but preserved in attic). A well is on 
the south side of the house. 


At the center of the south facade, the pattern of the entrance doorway--with 
double door, sidelights, semi-elliptical fanlight, cast iron tracery, and cast 
brass eagle-- is repeated in Palladian windows on the second and third floors. 
The front porch has a stone masonry foundation, brick deck, decorative iron 
railing and bootscraper, and marble steps. A porch running the entire length of 
the north facade has a stone masonry foundation, wooden deck, and chamfered 
wooden posts. The wooden shutters are solid paneled on the first floor, louvered 
above. At the roofline of the southwest corner, the downspout is decorated with 
a cast iron eagle. ; | | 


In the interior of the "mansion house" (as it is called in the 1938 Historic 
American Buildings Survey), the three stories have ceilings 12, 10, and 8 feet 
high. Interior construction is frame with the exception of central brick walls 
running east/west. The stairwell rises the full three stories. Each flight of 
stairs has two landings, carved stringers, and twin mahogany banisters. The 
house has a wealth of related yet varied decorative detail in woodwork and 
hardware. A carved archway which spans the first floor hall is repeated on the 
second floor. Between the two west parlors there is a wide doorway with double 
paneled fanfold doors and architrave. The southwest rooms on the first and 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys (Continued) 


(b) New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory, Monmouth County (1981), #1331-50. 

(c) Historical and Architectural Survey of Upper Freehold Township, #E-11 
(in Appendix A of Natural Resources Inventory Report, Upper Freehold 
Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey, 1974). 


oe Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 


United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 


National Register of Historic places Merino Hill Farm 
Continuation Sheet | Upper Freehold Township 


Monmouth County, NJ 


Section number__7 Page 





second floors have each four full-length window embrasures; all other windows are 
inset with deep sills. The eight carved wooden fireplace mantels on the first 
and second floors (six of them bordered in marble) are all different, but show 
recurrent design motifs. On the first and second floors, all four east rooms 
have a pair of closets flanking the fireplace; in the two northwest rooms, there 
is a narrow closet to the left of the mantel. A pass-through closet connects the 
two east rooms on the first floor. There have been chair rails throughout the 
first and second floors, though sections are now lacking. The hardware is 
original--including brass front door knocker ("S.G. Wright"); brass door locks, 
door pulls, fireplace tool brackets, door knobs and window knobs; and iron 
latches, bolts, keys, etc. Three fireplaces have complete cast iron firebacks 
inscribed "Atsion Furnace." Current furnishings include many pieces of furniture 
and accessories which are original or early, plus some which are Victorian or 
contemporary--reflecting the five generations of continuous occupancy by the 
Wright family. 


The mansion house has undergone surprisingly little change. In the 1890s 
Victorian brackets were added all around the roofline, and both the front and 
rear porches were partially rebuilt, with modified rooflines and--on the 
front--Victorian posts and trim. At the same period, by removal of a partition 
and reversal of a door, a narrow dark east-west corridor connecting the first 
floor hall with the old wing was abolished and the northeast room thereby 
enlarged. It was in 1916 that plumbing and central heating were installed; this 
involved adding a partition across the second floor hall to form a bathroom, and 
a partition at the head of the stairs on the third floor to conserve heat. In 
1926 the house was wired for electricity. About 1940 a first-floor lavatory was 
installed by borrowing space from the pantry. Apart from these minor changes, 
the house has been kept in its original form. 


(B) The smaller, older, wood framed wing, which is attached directly to the east 
wall of the mansion house, has a more complex structural history. Built c. 1735 
as a two-story house with one room per floor plus a cellar, it was expanded c. 
1760-1770+ by adding at the rear two small rooms per floor. (A false ceiling 
between these rooms and the attic floor provided an ample crawl space 
which--according to the Wright family's oral tradition--later served as a station 
for fugitive slaves on the Underground Railroad.) The documentation for the 1810 
house mentions that, to prepare the site in 1809, an existing dwelling was 
"demolished" and old brickwork and a chimney pulled down. One may surmise that 
this could refer to a larger frame dwelling, otherwise unrecorded, probably 
Georgian in style, standing west of the original Lawrence house and probably 
attached to it, dating from 1770 or soon after; if that be true, its demolition 
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would have been necessary in order to clear the way for S. G. Wright's "mansion 
house." 


When the main house was built in 1810, the remaining frame structure was 

apparently modified to function as a service wing. Still virtually unchanged, it 
has a wide brick hearth, exposed stone hearthback, large beehive oven, massive 
fireplace (with cast iron fireback stamped "S.G. Wright Phila" and cast iron 
crane), a cold storage room, a dry sink, meal bins, and wooden shelves. A 
one-story lean-to at the northeast forms a shed which encloses the cellar 
entrance and the cistern. Access from the old wing into the main house was 
provided at the cellar level and the first floor only, with heavy iron doors at 
both points. The wing has a steeply pitched gable roof, slate-covered; its 
overhanging cornice has Victorian brackets at the eaves. There are paneled 
shutters on the first floor, louvered shutters on the second. At the front 
entrance there is a small brick deck with stone foundation and marble steps; it 
was once sheltered by a wooden porch. For the past 70 years this wing has served 
mainly as a catch-all farm shed. 
(C) Office Building: Traditionally named the "storehouse," this distinctive 
small rectangular structure with 1832 datestone consists of a single room plus a 
low attic and a cellar. It has a fieldstone foundation, coursed brown sandstone 
walls, weatherboard siding at the gable ends, a grain door and hoist. Its narrow 
windows are protected with iron bars, as are the cellar windows. Cast iron 
ornamentation includes a lyre above the doorway. The main door is framed by a 
carved wooden pediment on Doric columns (now deteriorated)--a formal element 
which is said to have come from a Philadelphia townhouse. 


(D, E, F) Old outbuildings, all in their original locations, include the 
following: A five-bent, English plan barn, probably 1815, built into a bank, 
with horse stalls in the cellar; the massive framing of the haymow and many of 
the original floorboards are intact. A cow barn, attached soon after 1900 as an 
ell at the north and east of the horse barn. A wooden wagon shed flanked by corn 
cribs, on fieldstone foundation; its lumber is both hewn and sawed; storage area 
above has grain door and hoist. Another wooden wagon shed, double. A small 
fieldstone smokehouse with brick gable ends. Foundations of icehouse (fieldstone 
pit). Woodhouse. Chickenhouse. (Wooden "necessary" no longer exists.) 
Relatively modern garage and potato house, 60 to 70 years old. 


(G) Two tenant houses. One in a state of collapse; one occupied. It is 
uncertain whether either of these might date, at least in part, as far back as 
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1813-1814, when S.G. Wright's farm accounts show that two tenant houses were 
built. 


(H) Cemetery and onetime (1816-1967) Quaker meetinghouse: The 1770 deed 
conveying this farm to David Wright mentions "One Acre of Land Whereon the 
Meeting House stands." This site had been in use by Quakers at least as early as 
1740. A handsome brick meetinghouse erected here in 1816 was used for Quaker 
worship services until c. 1920; but after being severely damaged in the 1950 
hurricane, it had to be demolished in 1967. The adjacent cemetery contains about 
123 graves. Some 25 are marked only by rough fieldstones; the others record 
about 20 surnames. The earliest dated stone is from 1826. Among those buried 
here are the builder of Merino Hill, Samuel Gardiner Wright (d. 1845), his wife 
Sarah (d. 1885 at age 99), and a row of their descendants, the most recent being 
Mary Wright LaBar (d. 1970), sister of the present owners. 


On 19th century maps the small cluster of roadside houses near the Meeting 
House was identified as "Wrightsville." The name fell into disuse but reappeared 
on modern maps as the (erroneous) label for the Cox's Corner intersection, which 
is actually a short distance to the west along the same road. Recently, to our 
surprise, Wrightsville-which no longer exists as an entity--has been resurrected 
on the large signs for Exit 11 of Interstate 195. 








8. Significance 





Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 


__ prehistoric ___. archeology-prehistoric __._ community planning _*._ landscape architecture ___ religion 

___.. 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic _... conservation _._.. law ____. science 

___. 1500-1599 _ X agriculture __. economics __... literature ____ sculpture 

___. 1600-1699 _ X= architecture __... education ____. military ___.. social/ 

__x. 1700-1799 _ art __.. engineering ____ music humanitarian 

_* 1800-1899 commerce __X_ euptoratidti/settlement ____ philosophy ____ theater 

_* 4900- ____ communications ___. industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation 
__..__ invention ___ other (specify) 

Specific dates See page 8-6 Builder/Architect See page 8-6 





Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 


Samuel Gardiner Wright, prominent businessman, farmer, sheep breeder, and 
State and federal legislator, created Merino Hill Farm in 1809. His 1810 
Federal-style mansion house and accompanying formal landscape architecture remain 
essentially intact owing in part to 140 years of Wright family ownership. The 
1735 wing of the house, also well-preserved, is today one of the oldest extant 
structures in Upper Freehold Township. 


Agriculture: Merino Hill Farm is a fine agricultural property, in active 
cultivation for at least 250 years--a pericd which spans profound changes in New 
Jersey farming. Its distinctive character is traceable to Samuel Gardiner Wright 
(1781-1845), a Philadelphia merchant and Jersey iron furnace owner who in 1809 
began to develop the property as his country estate. He named the place "Merino 
Hill" directly after building the main brick house in 1810 and establishing in 
the same year a flock of purebred Spanish Merino sheep, purchased "in Company 
with Mr. Dupont of Wilmington & others," and "esteemed to be of the first 
quality." His detailed journal of the progress of this flock continued to 1822. 
His sheep numbered about 200 in 1821; he sold about half in 1822, and at his 
death in 1845 the flock numbered 40. Besides breeding sheep, selling lambs and 
wool, and producing apples for distillation into whiskey, S.G. Wright's 
agricultural activities included typical crops and livestock to support a rural 
community of 15 to 20 people. In 1818, in a list of his diverse real estate 
holdings, he valued "Merino Hill Farm" at $25,000. 


The farm has been continuously owned, occupied, and operated by S.G. 
Wright's descendants (excepting only the rental of cropland to a nearby farmer 
during the past 30 years). The farm has reflected the changing rhythms and 
practices of basic agriculture in central New Jersey. In 1910, for example; 
workhorses, a dairy herd, chickens, potatoes, corn, and grain were the main 
features. By 1925, the cows had been sold, and seasonal migrant laborers were 
beginning to replace local farmhands. Electrification, mechanization, and better 
roads brought great changes. Today, large complex machines speedily work the 
fields, producing mainly serene ee soybeans, and corn. Timber is occasionally 
sold from the woodlands. 


Meanwhile, however, the layout of the land, and the old farm buildings, have 
remained virtually unchanged. The farm stands as a significant example of the 
importance and continuity of 250 years of agriculture in New Jersey. Today it 
illustrates yet another phase in that history: Many of its long-unused farm 
machines and tools now come alive again at the Longstreet Historical Farm in 
Holmdel, New Jersey. Further, being threatened by encroaching "development," 
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(See Continuation Sheet) 





10. Geographical Data 





Acreage of nominated property ee i, 

Quadrangle name _Allentown & Roosevelt, NJ Quadrangle scale _!:24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification r18 541740 4448920 
Upper Freehold Township tax map, Block 14, Lots 4 and 7.2. Frontage extends along north side 
of County Route 524. 


List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries yA 


state code county code 


state code | county code 


11. Form Prepared By 








namettitle =lizabeth G. Wright Meirs (Mrs. William R. Meirs, Jr.), Co-Owner 


February 1987 (supplementing and 


organization date replacing Sept. 1986 form) 





| Merino Hill Farm 
street & number R.D. 1, Box 2176, Clarksburg Road telephone 609/259-2462 


city or town Allentown State New Jersey 08501 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 


The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 








national _~ state =: focal 


As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89— 
665), | hereby nominate this property for inciusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaiuated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service 








toobuty ; : Palin A oe, 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature__~4 Kot “g 
title Assistant Commissioner for Natural Resources date 12/03/87 
For NPS use only 
| hereby ea, that this property is included in the National Register 
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Merino Hill Farm is enrolled in the State's new Farmland Preservation Program and 
is under consideration for a permanent agricultural easement. 


Architecture: Architecturally, the dwelling combines two important units: 
one of the earliest structures now standing in Upper Freehold Township, plus a 
distinguished example of large-scale Federal domestic architecture. Both 
sections of the house, and likewise the entire homestead area, retain an 
unusually high degree of integrity, which is enhanced by the spacious setting 
surrounded by open fields. 


A striking fact about Merino Hill is the extraordinary completeness of its 
documentation. The building of the "mansion house" is documented by two of the 
manuscript account books in the large Samuel G. Wright Collection, now on deposit 
at the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library in Wilmington, Delaware. These farm 
account books, of several hundred pages each, begin early in 1809 and span the 
entire period of construction and farm development through 1811. Their 
meticulous detail gives a clear view of the building phases, the relationship of 
trades, and the problems of materials supply and workers' food and housing 
necessary to complete such a major project in a rural area at that date. 


Despite their completeness, these records unfortunately give no direct clue 
to the identity of the architect or master builder of Merino Hill. Indeed, they 
strongly suggest the conclusion that there was none; that, rather, it was Samuel 
G. Wright himself who conceived the project and closely supervised its 
construction throughout; and that in its initial phases he worked in consort with 
master mason Ephraim Robbins and master carpenter Joseph Forsithe, both of whom 
probably managed crews for S.G.W. at his ironworks before coming to this site. 


Such an interpretation of the written records is reinforced by physical 
features of the main house itself. While conceived on an imposing scale for its 
place and time, and constructed in a handsome and workmanlike manner, it 
nevertheless betrays a certain lack of consistency between the basic brickwork 
and framing, on the one hand, and the execution of finish details, on the other. 
(The stairway bisects a window in the main hall; some joinery beside chimney 
stacks is awkward; rough brickwork shows behind a lunette window, etc.) 
Presumably a professional architect would have coordinated the exterior and 
interior planning overall, so as to preclude such misfits. Further, although 
standard pattern books of the period were certainly used in designing Merino 
Hill, some of its decorative and finish detail shows a degree of individuality 
which makes professional planning and oversight seem unlikely. In short, the 
evidence--written, structural, and conjectural--seems to converge upon the 
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conclusion that the "architect" of Merino Hill was Samuel G. Wright himself. He 
produced--by age 30!--an ambitious, stately structure whose _ touches of 
awkwardness and individuality make the house all the more interesting. 


Domestic Landscape Architecture: His plan included not only the house 
itself and its necessary outbuildings, but also a venture in rather formal 
domestic landscaping. In 1811, to improve the already attractive site, he added 
stone retaining walls, and a series of three terraces leading down from the front 
porch. Soon the raised earth mound at the foot of the terraces was encircled 
with boxwood (unfortunately decimated about 1900); six marble busts, allegedly 
bartered for Merino sheep, were put in place; gateposts were topped with iron 
pineapples; sycamore trees--of which six still survive--were planted near the 
house. Traces of this landscaping still remain, as shown in the accompanying 
site map and photographs. Details of the original shrubs and flowers are 
unknown, though existing lilacs, rose of sharon, and trumpet creeper probably 
date from the early years. 


Local History: Samuel G. Wright was a man of great energy and wide-ranging 
activities--Philadelphia merchant, sheep breeder, gentleman farmer, owner of iron 
furnaces in New Jersey and Delaware, investor in land, trader along the 
Mississippi, member of the legislature of the State of New Jersey, and 
member-elect of the 29th United States Congress (though he died before the 
session began). The above-mentioned Collection at the Eleutherian Mills 
Historical Library includes some of S.G.W.'s business correspondence, about 30 
large journals containing early financial records of his furnaces and his country 
estate, and some papers dating from the following generation. The Director of 
the Library considers these materials to be significant primary sources for study 
of the economic and industrial history of the Delaware Valley. 


Considered historically from its colonial beginnings, the site now under 
review has significant connections with the early settlement of the area and with 
the prominent Lawrence family. The land, originally part of the large Richard 
Salter tract, was owned by the Lawrence family from 1708 to 1759. Boundaries of 
the farm are still essentially the same as in the 1770 deed from William Clarke 
to David Wright (d. 1791). After the Revolution it had strong links with Quaker 
life, eventually serving as a station on the Underground Railroad (as attested by 
oral tradition plus structural evidence). Most notable in many respects was the 
period of Samuel G. Wright influence, sketched above. His wealth did not long 
outlast him, but his descendants have kept the house and farm virtually intact 
for 140 years, often through difficult times (see attached list of property 
owners). These farmers and homemakers, in preserving Merino Hill, also 
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maintained the Wright family's reputation for fair dealing and helpfulness in 
local affairs. Gardiner Harrison Wright, a son of Samuel G., managed ironworks 
in Delaware and became a bank president and political figure there; his grandson 
Rowland Paynter was a physician in Georgetown, Delaware (where the Wright line 
has since died out). In the 20th century the family's high regard for education 
is shown in 17 Wrights holding college degrees. Five, including two women, went 
on to earn the Ph.D.; of these five, all served as college professors and two as 
college presidents: Walter Livingston Wright, Sr. (1872-1944), president of 
Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, and Walter Livingston Wright, Jr. (1900-1949), 
president of Robert College, Istanbul. Today the Wrights are not numerous and 
have only modest resources, but they firmly intend to keep Merino Hill within the 
family for at least another generation. 
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David's son Robert Wright (d.1819) 

Robert's daughter Sarah (1786-1885), who in 1805 had married 
her distant cousin Samuel Gardiner Wright (1781-1845) 

Their son Harrison Gardiner Wright (d. 1885) 

His son Walter Livingston Wright (d. 1908) 

His son and daughter, Harry Hall Wright and Bessie Gaskill Wright 
Harry Hall Wright only (1881-1956) 

His widow Mary Ridgway Wright (1885-1975) 

Their son and daughter, Richard Ridgway Wright (1913- ) and 
Elizabeth Gaskill Wright (1917- ) -- who in 1975 married 
William R. Meirs Jr., former owner of the pre-Revolutionary 
Meirs farm in Cream Ridge, New Jersey, known as "Twin Brooks" 
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Specific dates: 


c. 1735 - Original frame dwelling - Owner/builder, Robert Lawrence 

c. 1760-1770+ - Rear extension to same — Owner/builder, William Clarke (?) - or, 
more probably, Owner/builder David Wright, in conjunction 
with adding a presumed frame dwelling adjacent until 1809 
demolition 

1810 - Brick mansion house - Owner/builder, Samuel Gardiner Wright, with 

master mason Ephraim Robbins and master carpenter Joseph Forsithe 
- No professional architect or master builder 

1813-1815 -— Two tenant houses, outbuildings, rebuilding of barn complex - S.G.W. 

1816 — Quaker meetinghouse - Architect unknown 

1832 -— Stone office/storehouse — Owner/builder, Samuel Gardiner Wright 

More recent outbuildings as indicated in #7, by the Wrights then owning the farm 
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MEMORANDUM 
August 3, 1987 
TO: State Review Board and ONJH Staff 
FROM: Connie Greiff 


SUBJECT: Merino Hill 


Because this is such a significant property, its National Register form 
should reflect fully its place in American architectural history. For this 
reason, I would like to propose that on pages 7 and 8 the Statement of 
Significance for the architectural portion be rewritten as_ follows. 
Beginning with the first full paragraph on the bottom of page 7: 


Despite their completeness, these records unfortunately give no direct 
clue to the identity of the architect of Merino Hill. Samuel G. Wright may 
have served as architect and construction supervisor, as numerous gentlemen 
amateurs did in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Whoever may have 
produced drawings for Merino Hill, it is clear that it depended on a 
Philadelphia prototype, the William Bingham House. The Bingham House, 
designed by an unidentified London architect and built in 1787, became the 
showplace of late 18th and early 19th century Philadelphia. After Bingham's 
bankruptcy, it was converted to a hotel called the Mansion House in 18. Its 
facade served not only as the source for the design of Merino Hill, but also 
as inspiration to two important gentlemen amateur/professional architects. 
Charles Bulfinch used it for the First Harrison Gray Otis House (1797) on 
Cambridge Street in Boston, now the headquarters of the Society for the 
Preservation of New England Antiquities. Gabriel Manigualt adapted it for 
the Joseph Manigault House (c. 1802) in Charleston, South Carolina. 


By the time Samuel G. Wright used the Bingham House design for Merino 
Hill it was somewhat old-fashioned. Had he turned for a design to one of 
Latrobe's pupils then practicing in Philadelphia, Robert Mills or William 
Strickland, the result would probably have been a house in the style of the 
early Greek Revivial, rather than the Federal style introduced _ to 
Philadelphia a quarter of a century earlier. Thus it seems likely that 
Wright chose the Bingham House as a model himself, and then proceeded to 
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oversee its execution by master mason Ephria® Robbins and master carpenter 
Joseph Forsithe, both of whom probably managed crews at his ironworks before 
coming to this site. 


Such an interpretation is reinforced by physical features of the main 
block of the house. Although conceived on an imposing scale, and 
constructed in a handsome and workmanlike manner, it nevertheless betrays a 
certain lack of consistency between the design of the exterior and the 
planning and execution of interior finish details. (The stairway bisects a 
window in the main hall; some joinery beside chimney stacks is awkward; 
rough brickwork shows behind a lunette window, etc.) Presumably a 
professional architect would have coordinated the exterior and interior 
planning, so as to preclude such anomalies. Whether the interior of the 
Bingham House was also used as a precedent for the interior finishes of 
Merino Hill is not known, since no depictions of the interior of the 
Philadelphia House have been found. Pattern books may have been utilized, 
but some of the decorative detail at Merino Hill shows a degree of 
individuality that differentiates it from standard work of the period. 
Samuel G. Wright had produced -- at the age of 30 -- an ambitious stately 
structure, related to other important American houses, but with touches of 
awkwardness and individuality that make it unique. 
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All potential buyers must register for the sale prior to placing a bid. 
Registration information may be submitted in person at our reception desk, 
by fax or through our website at www.freemansauction.com. We will require 
proof of identification and residence and may require a credit card and/or a 
bank reference. By registering for the sale, the buyer acknowledges that he 
or she has read, understood and accepted Freeman's Terms and Conditions 
of Sale. 








A Buyer's Premium will be added to the successful bid price and is payable 
by the buyer as part of the total purchase price. The Buyer's Premium shall 
be: 25% on the first $50,000 of the hammer price of each lot, 20% on the 
portion from $50,001 through $1,000,000, and 12% on the portion of the 

hammer price exceeding $1,000,000. 





All items in the catalogue are subject to the 8% Pennsylvania and 
Philadelphia sales tax. Dealers purchasing for resale must register their tax 
numbers on current PA forms. Forms should be submitted to our Client 
Services office on the second floor. 


All item descriptions, dimensions and estimates are provided for guidance 
only. It is the buyer's responsibility to inspect all lots prior to bidding to 
ensure that the condition is to their satisfaction. If potential buyers are 
unable to inspect lots in person, our specialists will be happy to prepare 
detailed Condition Reports on individual lots as quickly as possible. These 
are for guidance only, and all lots will be sold “as is” as per our Terms and 
Conditions of Sale. 





At the sale Registered bidders will be assigned a bidder number and given a 
paddle for use at the sale. Once the first bid has been placed, the 
auctioneer asks for higher bids in increments determined by the auctioneer. 
To place your bid, simply raise your paddle until the auctioneer 
acknowledges you. The auctioneer will not mistake a random gesture for a 
bid. 

By phone A limited number of telephone lines are available for bidding by 
phone through a Freeman's representative. Phone lines must be reserved in 
advance. Requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours prior to the 
scheduled start of the sale. 

In writing Bid forms are available in the sale room and at the back of the 
catalogue. These should be submitted in person, by mail or by fax no later 
than one hour prior to the scheduled start of the sale. The auctioneer will 
bid on your behalf up to the limit indicated, but is not responsible for errors 
or failure to execute bids. 

On the internet A fully-illustrated catalogue is available on-line at 
www.freemansauction.com. Registered bidders may leave absentee bids 
through the web site and will receive email confirmation of their bid. 
Freeman's is not responsible for errors or failure to execute bids. 














Lots purchased will not be released until we have received full payment. 
Payment may be made in cash, by check, money order, or debit card. 
Payments by check must clear the bank before goods will be released. 


Deliveries will not be made during the time of the sale unless otherwise 
indicated by the auctioneer. All items must be paid for and removed within 
ten (10) working days of the sale. Purchases not so removed may be turned 
over to a licensed warehouse at the expense and risk of the purchaser. 


Responsibility for packing, shipping and insurance shall be exclusively that 
of the purchaser. Upon request, Freeman's will provide the purchaser with 
names of professional packers and shippers known to us. 


Featured Estates 


Property from Merino Hill, Monmouth County, 
New Jersey 


Samuel Gardiner Wright was a prominent Philadelphia merchant, gentleman 
farmer, and New Jersey politician. In 1810, he commissioned a Federal-style 
manor home to be built on his family’s 300 acre estate in Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. Merino Hill, named for Wright's interest in raising 
Merino Sheep, became the Wright family’s summer escape from city life. 
Until the early 1800's the Spanish government had refused to allow Merino 
sheep to be exported, thus the foundation animals raised at Merino Hill were 
some of the first of the breed in America. According to his daybook, Wright 
made his first purchase of sheep with “Mr. Dupont of Wilmington and 
others.” Wright, a member of the Whig party, was elected to the Twenty- 
ninth Congress and served from March 4, 1845, until his death in July of the 
same year. Upon Wright's death, Merino Hill passed into the hands of his 
son, Harrison Gardiner Wright, and has since remained in the Wright family 
as a privately held historic home. Merino Hill was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1988. 








Property from Ditchley, the Colonial house 
formerly the Virginia home of Alfred |. and 
Jessie Ball duPont 


Ditchley, a historic Virginia plantation, was formally the Virginia home of 
Alfred |. and Jessie Ball duPont. The estate land was originally given to 
Colonel Richard Lee, Attorney General of the Colony of Virginia in 1651. 
Lee’s son Hancock Lee built the first mansion on the property in 1687, 
although the original home would succumb to fire damage less than forty 
years later. The historic home currently standing on the Ditchley estate was 
built by Hancock Lee's grandson, Kendall Lee, in 1762. The Georgian 
mansion is described by the National Register of Historic Places as “an 
important example of Tidewater Virginian Georgian architecture.” In 1789, 
the estate was purchased by James Ball and descended in the Ball family 
until it was sold to Cora Lee Carter Keane in 1920. In 1932, the property was 
purchased by Jessie Ball and Alfred |. duPont who had met at Ditchley while 
the estate was in her family. The duPont's took pride in their Virginia home, 
restoring and refurnishing the estate with fine English and American 
furniture and decorative arts. 





Property from the Estate of Palmer Brown, 
Merion Station, Pennsylvania 


Palmer Brown (1920-2012), of Merion Station, Pennsylvania, was a well 
known children’s book author and illustrator. He attended Swarthmore 
College and the University of Pennsylvania, but had no formal artistic 
training. Brown's vivid imagination and beautifully illustrated stories 
captured the imaginations of children around the world. His most popular 
stories were published in the 1950s; they include Beyond the Paw Paw Trees 
and Something for Christmas and continue to be enjoyed over sixty years later. 
In addition to his literary talents, Brown was also an art connoisseur and 
collector of fine American Classical period furnishings. 








Also including 

Property from the Estate of Andrew Ducsik, 
Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania and 

Property from the Collection of Bertha King Benkard, 
Long Island and New York City, New York. 





AMERICAN FURNITURE, 
FOLK & DECORATIVE ARTS 
LOTS 1-302 
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85 

American School 19th century 

THREE ROMANTIC LANDSCAPES 

Charcoal and pastel on sandpaper, framed. 

13 in. x 19 1/2 in. (sight) and 16 1/2 in. x 19 3/4 in. (sight) 
PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of the Wright 

Family and National Historic House, Monmouth County, 

New Jersey. 

$400-600 


87 

American School 19th century 

THREE VIEWS OF MERINO HILL, HOME OF THE WRIGHT FAMILY, 
NEW JERSEY 

Depicting the exterior of the house, view of barns and 
interior of kitchen, watercolor on paper, framed. 

6 3/4 in. x 12 in. (sight); 11 1/4 in. x 6 1/2 in. (sight); and 
10 in. x 13 in. (sight) 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of the Wright 
Family and National Historic House, Monmouth County, 
New Jersey. 

$1,500-2,500 


84 

American School 19th century 
PORTRAIT OF SAMUEL GARDINER WRIGHT 
(1781-1845), 1808 

Inscription on verso partially obscured, 
"S.G. Wright of Merino .... Monmouth 
,... 8," pastel on paper, framed. 

23 in. x 19 1/2 in. (sight) 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 


86 

American School 19th century 
PORTRAIT OF GARDINER HARRISON 
WRIGHT (1807- ) 

Sitter identified on verso, pastel on 
paper, framed. 

211/72 in. x 17 1/2 in. (sight) 
PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 


National Historic House, Monmouth 


County, New Jersey. 


NOTE: 


NOTE: 

Samuel Gardiner Wright was a highly 
successful Philadelphia merchant, investor, 
iron master and New Jersey gentleman 
farmer. Wright's business activites ranged 
from trading New Jersey agricultural 
products along the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers to ownership of mines and furnaces to 
Western land speculation. Wright was a 
devout Quaker and committed abolitionist. 
$2,500-3,500 
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The eldest son of Samuel Gardiner Wright and wife Sarah Wright, Gardiner managed his 
father's iron works in Millsboro, Delaware, which manufactured plows and farming 


implements. He married Cassandra 


Waples in 1834. Papers concerning the operation of the 


Dover Furnace and family letters are in the collection of the Hagley Library. 


$2,500-3,500 





28 


FREEMAN'S 


AMERICAN FURNITURE, FOLK & DECORATIVE ARTS 


11/13/12 


91 

Group of coin silver spoons 

FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY 
Comprising six Sheaf of Wheat 
pattern serving spoons marked 
“GW. Striker”; six teaspoons marked 
"J. Townsend”: six teaspoons marked 
“McCarty & Hulbert,” all with 
monogram; together with a pair of 
sugar tongs with shell bowls and 
bright-cut floral decoration by “N. 
Coleman,” monogram. 

Weight: 19 1/2 troy oz. 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$500-700 





92 

Continental/American School 

19th century 

A ROMANTIC LANDSCAPE: BRIDGE, HILL, 
SWANS AND A GENTLEMAN 

Oil on canvas, framed. 

18 in. x 30 1/4 in. (sight) 
PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$500-800 


93 

Pair of federal knife boxes 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

With serpentine facade and 
conforming sloping lid, fitted 
interiors. 

HH: 14 in, 

$1,500-2,500 


94 

Three cut-glass decanters 
ANGLO/IRISH, 19TH CENTURY 

H(s): 9 in. to 11 in. 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 


County, New Jersey. 
$400-600 
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95 

Large group of thumb-print pattern 
glassware 

19TH CENTURY 

Including large pitcher, decanter, 
three covered compotes, open 
compote, six wine glasses, two 
standing salts, two footed bowls, 
three celery glasses, oval dish, 
footed creamer, squat creamer, 
thirteen sauce dishes in two sizes, 
low serving dish, footed serving 
bowl, and a barrel-form jar. 

H: 13 in. (decanter) 

$1,000-1,500 
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605 

Coin silver teapot 

PHILADELPHIA, PA, DATED “1786” 

Oval shape with straight sides, mushroom shaped wooden 
finial, reeded bands to rim and base, straight tapering 
spout, loop-shaped ebony handle, monogram. 

L: 11 1/4 in. Total weight: 23 1/2 troy oz. 

PROVENANCE: 

The monogram “TMW" represents Thomas Wistar | 
(1764-1851) and Mary Waln Wistar (1765-1844), who 
were married in 1786. 

Descended in the family to the present owner. 

NOTE: 

Thomas and Mary's son, Casper Wistar (1761-1818), was a 
physician and anatomy teacher at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He was an advocate for vaccination and 
published A System of Anatomy from 1811-1814. The genus 
Wisteria is named for him, as is the The Wistar Institute in 
Philadelphia. 

$3,000-5,000 


606 

Group of coin silver spoons 
VARIOUS MAKERS, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY 
Comprising three serving spoons 


marked “H. Erwin”; six serving 
spoons, six teaspoons and one salt 
spoon marked “L. Quandale” beside 
spread eagle mark; six teaspoons 
marked “R&W. Wilson”: six 
teaspoons by James P. Butler, and 
six teaspoons by James Watts; 
together with six sterling silver 
serving spoons with engraved stems 
by James Watts, dated "1874," all 
with monogram. 

Weight: 39 1/4 troy oz. 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$800-1,200 


607 

Group of coin silver flatware 

VARIOUS MAKERS, PHILADELPHIA, PA, AND 
ELSEWHERE, 

FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY 

Including three serving spoons marked 
“Musgrave”: six teaspoons marked, “J.C. 
Farr”: nine teaspoons marked, “Howell”; 
five teaspoons marked, “Harper 520 
Arch St."; six teaspoons marked, “I. 
Tanguy”: five five o'clock teaspoons with 
bright-cut decoration marked, “M&R"; 
three dinner forks, four luncheon forks, 
one serving spoon, two tablespoons, 
one sugar shell and one mustard spoon 
by Albert Coles; together with 
miscellaneous coin spoons. 

Weight: 50 troy oz. 

PROVENANCE: 

Estate of Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
Wister, Oldwick, New Jersey. 
$1,200-1,500 
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611 

Chippendale walnut tall chest of drawers 
PENNSYLVANIA, EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

The corniced rectangular top above conforming case 
with three short drawers over five long graduated 
drawers, the whole resting on a molded base with 
ogee bracket feet. 

Hi? 66 1/4 in. VV: 42 im, De 22 1/4 in. 

$3,000-5,000 





612 

Pair of Chippendale walnut side 
chairs 

PENNSYLVANIA, LATE 18TH CENTURY 
Carved serpentine cresting above 
pierced splat, molded trapezoidal 
seat rail and squared legs joined by 
stretchers. 

Fi 38 in; 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$2,000-3,000 
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632 

Pair of Classical giltwood and eglomisé 
pier mirrors 

PHILADELPHIA OR NEW YORK, CIRCA 1825 
Molded stepped cornice hung with 
spherules above a romantic reverse- 
painted paneled mirror plate, enclosed by 
turned pilasters applied with classical 
devices, molded base. 

H: 55 in. W: 311/72 in. 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home 
of the Wright Family and National Historic 
House, Monmouth County, New Jersey. 
$1,000-2,000 


629 

Mahogany bracket clock 

THOMAS PARKER (1761-1833), 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1817 

Typical form with a brass bail handle to 
arched top, molded edge, arched 
painted face, Roman numeral chapter 
ring on white field, blue morning glory 
corners, strike/silent circle above, 
inscribed “Thomas Parker” above post 
and “Philad.” below the post, brass 
tracery panel sides with glass behind, 
plain rectangular base on brass ogival 
feet. 

He 1G: 172 in, 

$8,000-12,000 





630 

Federal mahogany astragal-form sewing 
table 

PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1815 

The shaped, hinged top opens to well, single 
beaded drawer, faceted ends, reeded posts, 
reeded legs ending in peg feet. 

H: 28 in. W: 24 in. D: 13 1/2 in. 
PROVENANCE: 

Estate of Andrew Ducsik, Chestnut Hill, 
Pennsylvania. 

$1,500-2,000 


631 

Federal mahogany folding top card table 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1810 

Bow shaped top with reeded edge, flat apron, 
on round ring-turned and slender vase- 
shaped reeded legs, tall turned feet. 

he 29 3/4 In, VWVi 38> 776 in: Top: 33 172 in; 
PROVENANCE: 

Estate of Andrew Ducsik, Chestnut Hill, 
Pennsylvania. 

$350-450 
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639 639A 

Federal mahogany easy chair Mahogany inlaid tall case clock 

PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1815 JOHN FILBER, SR., YORKTOWN, PA, 

Arched back enclosed by shaped FIRST QUARTER 19TH CENTURY 

wings and outscrolled arms, on ring Double scroll cresting with turned rosettes, arched 
turned tapering legs. face door flanked by turned columnettes, painted face 
H: 46 3/4 in. with arched panel above, Arabic numeral day chapter 
PROVENANCE: ring flanked by gold painted flowers and scrolls, black 
Property from Merino Hill, ancestral Roman numeral chapter ring on off-white field, sweep 
home of the Wright Family and second hand, “John Filber Yorktown,” individual moon 
National Historic House, Monmouth phases painted in grisaille inside the chapter ring, gold 
County, New Jersey. painted scroll corners, rectangular waist door with 
$1,500-2,500 pencil line and corner fan inlays, pencil line inlaid 


quarter round corners, base with pencil line quarter 
round corners on curved bracket feet. 

Fe oS. 3/41 in, 

PROVENANCE: 

The Collection of Stewart Malone, formerly of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

$1,000-2,000 





640 

Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860) 

PORTRAIT OF DR. ROBERT PATTERSON III (1743-1824) 

Oil on canvas, framed. 

28 in. x 22 3/4 in. (sight) 

PROVENANCE: 

Estate of Abigail C. Patterson, wife of Robert M. Patterson. 
NOTE: 

A native of Ireland, Patterson emigrated to Philadelphia in 
1768. He initially worked as a schoolmaster, but at the 
beginning of the Revolutionary War, he became a military 
instructor in the Delaware militia. After his involvement in the 
war ended, Patterson transitioned back into academics, 
becoming a mathematics and natural philosophy professor at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

Patterson was asked to join the American Philosophical 
Society in 1783 and was appointed its President in 1819. 
Thomas Jefferson selected Patterson, along with four other 
members of the Society, to help Meriwether Lewis and 





William Clark prepare for their expedition into the Pacific 
Northwest. In 1805, Jefferson appointed Patterson the director 
of the U.S. Mint, a position he held until his death. 

Patterson had a penchant for ciphers. In 1801, Patterson hid an 
encrypted message (the beginning of the Declaration of 
Independence) in a letter he wrote to Jefferson that was not 
decoded until 2007. 

$3,000-5,000 
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643 

Pair of Classical bird's-eye and tiger maple 
tallpost beds 

PENNSYLVANIA, CIRCA 1825 

Scrolled cresting above paneled headboards 
enclosed by boldy turned posts on vase-turned 
feet. 

H: 77 in, Wi 55 1/2 in, 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of 
the Wright Family and National Historic House, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey. 
$2,500-3,500 
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644 

Pair of Classical tiger maple and cane-seat 
settees 

PENNSYLVANIA, CIRCA 1825 

Each with back scrolled stiles enclosing 
straight crestrails and backrests, scrolled 
arms, ring and vase turned legs, joined by 
stretchers, peg feet. 

oan! 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of 
the Wright Family and National Historic 
House, Monmouth County, New Jersey. 
$1,500-2,500 
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645 

Late Federal cherrywood sewing 
table 

CIRCA 1820 

Rectangular outset top supported by 
turned pilasters enclosing three 
bolection drawers, the topmost 
fitted, tapering legs ending in peg 
feet. 

H: 29 1/2 in. W: 21 3/4 in. D: 19 in. 
PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$400-600 





646 

Pair of Federal figured maple 
writing tables 

PENNSYLVANIA, CIRCA 1810 

Each with retangular top above a 
single drawer, ring turned tapering 
legs ending in shaped feet. 

Fe SO ine W422 7.3/4 in, De 17 in: 
PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$1,500-2,500 
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647 

Five figured maple cane-seat side 
chairs 

PENNSYLVANIA, CIRCA 1820 

H: 32 1/2 in. 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$300-500 


649 


ENGRAVER, LONDON, CA. 1833 


81/2 in. x7 in. (sight) 
$400-600 





648 

Federal mahogany swell-front chest 
of drawers 

PENNSYLVANIA, CIRCA 1820 
Rectangular top with swell-front 


above four conforming drawers, 
paneled sides, reeded tapering legs 
ending in ball feet. 

Fe 40 in. W242 1/2 in. Dz 20 4 in. 
PROVENANCE: 

The Estate of Palmer Brown, Merion 
Station, Pennsylvania. 

$600-1,000 


A satirical print from Life in Philadelphia 
WILLIAM SUMMER, ARTIST, CHARLES HUNT, 


Aquatint, from E.W. Clay's Life in Philadelphia, 
(1833) London, England, framed. 


17% 
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650 

Federal inlaid mahogany sideboard 

PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1815 

Rectangular backboard above outset top and two ogee 
molded drawers, with three drawers and four doors 
below, columnar supports on vase-turned feet. 
HeS1 1/2 ih. De 23 1A, 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of the 
Wright Family and National Historic House, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey. 

$1,500-2,500 


651 

Federal cherrywood chest of drawers 
PENNSYLVANIA, CIRCA 1810 

Rectangular top with reeded edge above four 
graduated drawers flanked by reeded pilasters, 
paneled sides, vase-turned feet. 

H: 38 in. W: 42 in. D: 217 tn. 

PROVENANCE: 





Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of the 
Wright Family and National Historic House, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey. 

$600-800 





652 

American School 19th century 
HOUSE PORTRAIT FOR 

MRS. L.M. PORTER, BERKS COUNTY, PA, 
DATED “JUNE 1861" 

Inscribed, “For Mrs. L. M. Porter 
sketched by J.D. Loyer June 9, 1861,” 
pastel on paper, framed. 

17 in. x 23 1/2 in. (sight) 
$1,000-1,500 
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685 





684 


PROVENANCE: 


Classical marble and mahogany mixing table 
ATTRIBUTED TO ANTHONY G. QUERVELLE 
(1789-1856), PHILADELPHIA, PA 

Rectangular marble top on ogee molded apron 


and scrolled brackets above paneled door on 


ogee molded base with scrolled brackets on 


casters. 


H: 38 3/4 in. W: 35 1/4 in. D: 16 1/2 in. 
PROVENANCE: 
The Estate of Palmer Brown, Merion Station, 


Pennsylvania. 
$3,000-5,000 


686 

Classical carved mahogany 
candlestand 

PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1820 
Rectangular top with notched 
corners tilts on leaf-carved and 
reeded urn form support, 
downswept leaf-carved and molded 
legs ending in paw feet. 

H: 28 1/4 in. 

PROVENANCE: 

The Estate of Palmer Brown, Merion 
Station, Pennsylvania. 

$400-600 


687 

Late Classical marble top 
mahogany pier table 

PHILADELPHIA, PA, CIRCA 1830 
Rectangular marble top on ogee 
molded apron and scrolled brackets 
on rectangular base and scrolled 
feet. 

H: 39 7/8 in. W: 40 in. D: 18 in. 
PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral 
home of the Wright Family and 
National Historic House, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. 

$600-800 


Samuel F. DuBois (1808-1889) 
PORTRAIT OF DR. ROBERT MASKELL 
PATTERSON IV (1787-1854) 

Oil on canvas, framed. 

22 in. x 17 3/4 in. (sight) 


Estate of Abigail C. Patterson, wife 
of Robert M. Patterson. 


NOTE: 

A native of Philadelphia, Robert Maskell Patterson IV 
followed closely in his father’s footsteps (see Lot 640): 
He worked as a professor of natural philosophy, 
chemistry, and mathematics at the University of 
Pennsylvania; he acted as Director of the U.S. Mint 
from 1835 to 1851; and after being the youngest 





member elected to the American Philosophical 
Society, was appointed its President in 1849. He was a 
founder of the Franklin institute of Philadelphia and of 


the Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia. 


$500-800 





688 

Late Classical mahogany sofa 
CIRCA 1830 

Ogee molded crestrail above 
upholstered back, seat and 
outscrolled arms, the arms’ facing 
continuing to shaped seat rail and 
legs. 

L: 84 In. 

PROVENANCE: 

The Estate of Palmer Brown, Merion 
Station, Pennsylvania. 

$600-800 
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747 

Group of eight carved butter molds 
19TH CENTURY 

Including two with sheaves of 
wheat, two with leafage, a box mold 
with sheaf of wheat, a box mold 
with stars, and a four-stamp mold 


748 

Pieced cotton “Sunrise” pattern 
quilt 

LATE 19TH CENTURY 

Printed pink, red and beige cotton 
patches arranged in circles with 
stars, heightened with conforming, 


749 

Double-sided trade sign for the 
Journal News 

Long rectangular form painted 
yellow with black and red lettering 
on one side, the other side painted 
with blue ground with white and 





750 

Cherry stepback cupboard 

EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

Molded cornice above two glazed 
doors opening to shelves with two 
doors below, bracket feet. 

H: 76 in: W: 45-172 in. D: 21 in: 


with wheat, corn and the letters “J” 


diagonal and flowerhead quilting, 


brown lettering, black frame. $1,000-1,500 


and “S." scalloped border. 2 125in He 13 172 in: 
Diam: 5 in. (largest) 104 in. x 88 in. $1,000-1,500 
$400-600 $400-600 
a, Sa ae 
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752 
Hat box, bed warmer, and child's rocking chair 
19TH CENTURY 


Including a large wallpaper-covered hatbox, bed 
warmer with copper pan bright-cut with rooster, 
and a painted arrow-back child's rocking chair. 
H: 18 1/2 in. (chair) 

PROVENANCE: 

Property from Merino Hill, ancestral home of the 
Wright Family and National Historic House, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey. 

$400-600 


American School 19th century 

“SHOOT FOLLY AS IT FLIES THE PHILADELPHIA DANDEES” 

Watercolor and ink on paper, inscribed, “How do you do? How do 
you do? Madame, How is it with you to day? It is rather cold, Sir.” 
7 3/4 in. x 12 In. 

PROVENANCE: 

After the humourous London engraving of 1830, “The Philadelphia 
Dandies: A Group of Fashionables.” 

$300-500 


753 

Two watchcase memorial watercolors 
POSSIBLY MORAVIAN, LANCASTER COUNTY, PA, 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

Each hand-painted with monument and foliage 
and enclosed by sentimental verse, watercolor 
on silk, framed; together with a group of framed 
floral watercolors and prints, two by Palmer 
Brown. 

Diam(s): 1 3/4 in. and 1 7/8 in. 

PROVENANCE: 

The Estate of Palmer Brown, Merion Station, 
Pennsylvania. 

$300-500 


